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Outgoing Brampton Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey says she warned voters what 
would happen if they elected Patrick 
Brown, following the release of his 
tell-all book trashing members of the 
Ford government. 

“Anytime you pick a fight with the 
Premier of Ontario or the Minister of 
Finance or cabinet of the govern- 
ment of the day, it increases your 
chances that no one will answer your 


ms 


phone call when you need them to,” 
Jeffrey told Sauga 960. 

Mayor-elect Brown has released 
his new book; Takedown: The At- 
tempted Political Assassination of 
Patrick Brown, portraying himself as 
a victim of a conspiracy led by senior 
party officials. 

In it, he rips former staffers and 
other ex-PC Party colleagues for hav- 
ing turned their back on him follow- 


a died 


by Mare paige 


(Left) Brampton Mayor Linda Jeffrey speaks at a fundraising event earlier this summer. (Right) Mayor-elect Patrick Brown speaks to 
the media during a launch for his new book, Takedown, on Friday, Nov. 16. (PWN Staff Photo/File) 


ing allegations of sexual misconduct, 
which emerged last January. 

Brown has denied the allegations 
and is suing CTV for running stories 
he says were false and libellous. 

The book includes sordid revela- 
tions including allegations of sexual 
misconduct made against the cur- 
rent Finance Minister Vic Fedeli, al- 
legations the minister calls lies. 


Continued on Pg 3 
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" CALENDAR Of, EVENTS . 


--NOV.26TH LADIES NIGHT — 
at: POSTA Italbar Cucina Port oe -9: OOPM 


| DEC. 2np LAUNCH 
at ‘Roc’n Doc’ s, Port Credit 4:30 M-8: 30PM 


DEC.4TH Family Friendly TURKEY DINNER 
at: Oasis Banquet Hall, Lakeview 6:30PM-9:30PM 


DEC.8TH BREAKFAS Tat the DRAKE 
at: Drake a Firkin Pub 8:00am-11:00PM 


DEC.10TH BAD HOMBRES NIGHT 
at: Cabin, Lakeview 6:00PM-9:30PM 


DEC.12TH BITE at the BROGUE 
at: Brogue Inn 6:30PM-8:30PM 


CHARLES SOUSA TURKEY DRIVE 
Till December 10th 
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Brampton in the news for “wrong reasons”: Jeffrey 
| Hi | 
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When asked if this kind of 
controversy is what she 
warned voters about during 
the municipal election cam- 
paign, Jeffrey said it was. 

“Brampton is in the news 
for all the wrong reasons. We 
saw the day after Mr. Brown 
was elected, we lost the 
funding for the university,” 
she said. 

Jeffrey, who lost her re- 
election bid to Brown by 
about 4,000 votes on Oct. 22, 
says she takes no joy in what 
has taken place since Brown 
released his book. 

She says it’ll be a cloud 
over Brown’s leadership at 
council. 

“T don't see how the cloud 
can be shifted when two 
weeks before you even take 
over as mayor, you pick a 
fight with the provincial gov- 
ernment which funds health- 
care, education, — social 


along with hydro. That does- 
n't bode well.” 

At his book launch, Brown 
said he’s not worried about 
provincial government back- 
lash, adding it’s in Premier 
Doug Ford’s interest to, “do 
right by the people of 
Brampton.” 

“T don't care whether it's 
the Conservatives in Queens 
Park or the Liberals in Ot- 
tawa I'll work with anyone. I 
want to see results and in- 


vestment for Brampton. 
Shining a light on some of 
the personal animosity, 


hopefully, they'll be extra 
careful to show maturity and 
not be petty.” 

Brown says he “heard loud 
and clear during the cam- 
paign that residents want 
someone to fight for them.” 
He says Linda Jeffrey tried to 
suck up to Queen’s Park dur- 
ing her time as Mayor but 
failed to deliver for voters, 


change in the City. 

Brown says everything in 
the book is accurate in terms 
of allegations made against 
Fedeli and others. 

Jeffrey says she won’t spec- 
ulate about whether the elec- 
tion results might have been 
different if the revelations in 
Brown’s book were made 
public during the campaign 
rather than now. 

“Actions speak louder than 
words,” she said. "The day 
after the election we lost the 
funding for the University I 
think the people who elected 
him are still happy. The peo- 
ple who didn't vote for him 
are not happy.” 

As for her own political fu- 
ture she’s says she’s, “talking 
to people” about whether to 
pursue her political career. 

The Peel Chair’s position is 
open and Jeffrey could put 
her name forward for that. 
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Brampton Mayor-elect speaks to a guest during a book launch and signing event held at Carl’s The 
Glen Catering on Nov. 16, 2018. (PWN Staff Photo) 


Major intersection a “disaster” after serious crash 


by Alex Gregory 


A weekend full of holiday 
events in Brampton was 
marred by a series of 
crashes over two days that 
left several people injured 
and one with life-threaten- 
ing injuries. 

Peel Police responded to 
the scene of a crash late 
Sunday evening near the 
corner of Williams Park- 
way and Highway 410, 


where a_ 68 _ year-old 
woman suffering minor in- 
juries. 


A mere 20 minutes later, 
a major crash occurred at 
the Main/Church Street in- 
tersection which wreckage 
strewn across an entire 
block. 

25 year-old Alona Ma- 
jetich, of Brampton, was 
arrested and charged with 
multiple offenses as a re- 
sult of the crash, including 
an excess blood alcohol 
level, impaired driving, 


and charges related to 
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prior incidents including a 
disqualified driver’s li- 
cence and a breach of pro- 
bation. 

A 34 year-old woman 
suffered non-life threaten- 
ing injuries from the crash. 

Around 10 p.m., a third 
major crash took place at 
the corner of Corona Gate 
and McLaughlin Parkway, 
which saw one _ vehicle 
mount a curb and crash 
into a lightpole. 

A total of four passengers 
were injured during the 
crash, with two being sent 
to a trauma centre, one in 
life-threatening condition. 

Peel Police’s Major Colli- 
sion Bureau is investigat- 
ing the incidents, and is 
asking residents who may 
have additional informa- 
tion, dashcam or surveil- 
lance video of any of the 
three crashes to call (905) 
453-2121, ext.3710. 
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Wreckage litters the corner of Main and Church Street after a major crash that took place on Nov. 17, 2018. (Photo Courtesy of Peel 


Police) 
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Barbs traded over Brown’s new book 


by Alex Gregory 

A war of words is brew- 
ing between Brampton’s 
Mayor-elect and the 
province’s top dog over the 
release of a new book that 
launched last week. 

Responding to the release 
of Takedown, Patrick 
Brown’s new book on the 
story of his “attempted as- 
sassination” by the PC 
Party earlier this year, Pre- 
mier Doug Ford referred to 
the work as “a disservice to 
the people of Brampton.” 

“He really, really went 
after people,” Ford said 
during a press conference 
held at Queen’s Park Tues- 
day morning. “It’s disap- 
pointing, I have to question 
his leadership.” 

The new book is a tell-all 
about Brown’s time in the 
PC Party, the allegations of 
sexual misconduct preced- 
ing his departure and the 
eventual return to politics 
via an early run for Peel Re- 
gional Council and his suc- 
cessful campaign for 
Brampton’s mayoralty. 

The book, which was pro- 
moted with a splashy book 
launch in Brampton last 
Friday, takes aim at various 
party members and 
dropped several major 
bombshells, including 
claims that sitting Finance 
Minister Vic Fedeli was ac- 
cused of sexual misconduct 


by a former female Queen’s 
Park staffer and references 
to party members who 
turned against him during 
a “Night of Knives”. 

Calling the book a “dis- 
service” to the people of 
Brampton, Ford told assem- 
bled reporters that he 
wouldn’t have released 
such a book. 

“It’s common sense,” said 
Ford. “You win the mayor 
of Brampton... I would have 
scrapped the book as 
quickly as possible.” 

For his part, Brown said 
that the material in the 
book is accurate, being 
based on more than 1,000 
pages of reports, corre- 
spondence and photos ob- 
tained from his time in the 
party. 

“It’s as factual as it can 
possibly be,” said Brown, 
noting that a legal team 
spent several months 
combing through the mate- 
rial to corroborate the alle- 
gations included in the 
book. 

Brown eventually stepped 
down from the party this 
past January, eventually 
culminating in his win 
against Linda Jeffrey in the 
Oct. 22 municipal election 
with nearly 4,000 votes. 

“My party now is the peo- 
ple of Brampton,” said 
Brown, talking to an over- 


capacity crowd at Carl’s The 
Glen Catering. 

Brown would later talk 
about the events of his de- 
parture, saying what hap- 
pened to him was like being 
knocked down during a 
boxing match 

“It’s not about how hard 


i 


you get, but how fast you 
get back up,” he said. 
Brown later told the 
crowd that it was in the 
province’s best interests to 
support Brampton, noting 
that there are major infra- 
structure projects in the 
works like the 2040 Vision 


strategy. 
“If Doug Ford supported a 
project in Brampton, I’d be 
the first to support it,” 
Brown told the crowd. 
Brown will be sworn-in 
along with the rest of Coun- 
cil on Dec. 3 at Brampton 
City Hall. 


Questions raised after Malton playground fire 


A suspicious fire at a 
playground in Malton ear- 
lier this week has left the 
structure charred and 
warped, prompting ques- 
tions from the community 
and investigators. 

Mississauga Fire and 
Emergency Services re- 
ponded to the fire, located 
at the Malton Adventure 
Playground on Derry Road, 
early Monday morning 
around 2:30 a.m. 

Firefighters quickly ex- 
tinguished the blaze, 
which caused approxi- 
mately $70,000 in dam- 
ages and left parts of 
structure burnt and black- 
ened. 

The playground, which is 
located near Paul Coffey 
Park, opened in Sep. 2017 
and cost approximately 
$800,000 to build. The 
park never had any in- 
stances of vandalism or 


damage done to it, said 
Ward 5 Councillor Carolyn 
Parrish. 

“The kids in Malton took 
such good care of (the 
playground),” said Parrish 
in one of a series of com- 
ments on Twitter. “Not a 
touch of vandalism and 
now this!” 

Parrish said she was an- 
gered when she learned of 
the damage to the play- 
ground, which was _ in- 
spired by a similar concept 
in Toronto’s High Park. 
The playground featured a 
number of distinctive 
handmade carvings that 
separated it from other 
areas in the community. 

“This is very troubling to 
see,” Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie said Monday after- 
noon, noting that the 
playground was a place 
where the community 
often came together to cel- 


ebrate local events. “(Car- 
olyn) worked hard to build 
this park and we will work 
just as hard to rebuild it." 

The fire is suspected to 
have been caused by a fire 
that was started by an in- 
dividual who was using it 
for shelter, said Parrish. 
Personal items, including a 
briefcase and duffel bag, 
were recovered at the 
scene. 

The playground, which 
was designed in collabora- 
tion with Earthscape Play- 
grounds and funding from 
the federal government, 
cost approximately 
$800,000 to build. 

Witnesses who have may 
have additional informa- 
tion about the incident are 
asked to call Peel Police’s 
Criminal Investigation Bu- 
reau at (905) 2121, ext. 


2133. 


Photo Courtesy of City of Mississauga/Carolyn Parrish 
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Is Media the enemy? Yes... but only of conservatives 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


Much has been made of 
President Donald Trump’s 
reference to ‘fake news’ as 
the enemy of the people. 

Trump’s frustrated by the 
openly hostile, unfair cover- 
age he’s received, and I 
think he has a point, espe- 
cially when you consider the 
fawning coverage given 
Obama during his time in 
office. It’s a disgrace and a 
betrayal of the people. 

Ultimately, it’s a betrayal 
of journalism too. 

It’s time to look at the 
news media for what it re- 


ally is, just another political 
organization, an arm of the 
partisan left. 

Fake news content is gen- 
erated by fake journalists 
masquerading as legitimate 
reporters - and they are 
everywhere. Newsrooms 
across the U.S and Canada 
are populated with hacks 
too dumb to know their cov- 
erage is biased. 

They have partisan politi- 
cal views which get filtered 
somewhat through the edi- 
torial production machin- 
ery, but those opinions are 
overwhelmingly liberal and 
similar across many news 
agencies. If you ask them, 
they’ll tell you they’re re- 
porting the facts. 


The problem is that they 
are hardcore leftists who 
view everything through a 
liberal lens. 

Therefore, their percep- 
tion of what constitutes ‘fair 
and balanced’ reporting is 
skewed to the point of being 
useless to anyone except 
those pushing a left-wing 
political agenda. Even if 
they wanted to be fair and 
balanced, these individuals 
are not capable of it because 
of what they are. 

Don’t you think it’s odd so 
many of the networks re- 
port the same stories in the 
same way? You can ask five 
witnesses of the same event 
what they saw and heard 
and each will have slightly 

al 
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different versions of that 
event. But put five reporters 
in the same room at the 
same event and they spin it 
all the same way. It’s no ac- 
cident. 

News agencies do the bare 
minimum honest reporting 
to maintain some level of 
credibility. Don’t be fooled. 
They have an agenda simi- 
lar to academia, Hollywood, 
big tech, much of the public 
service, the environmental 
movement, big labour 
unions and crony corporate 
Canada. 

They see themselves as 
the elites, the smart ones, 
the future of the country. 
The media thinks they can 
be part of the ruling class 
with the cool kids. 

They’re deluding them- 
selves because as soon as 
they’ve outgrown their use- 
fulness, they’ll be dropped 
like yesterday's trash. 

Anyone who _ thinks 
Trump’s been covered fairly 
needs to watch the con- 
frontational approach 
CNN’s Jim Acosta takes to 
his line of questioning. 

He doesn’t ask questions, 
he confronts the president 
as though he were a politi- 
cal opponent or protester, 
which is basically what he 
is. He’s not interested in ob- 
jective news reporting. 

Acosta is a partisan hack 
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misusing his access to the 
President at press briefings 
to further a_ political 
agenda; in order to discredit 
and damage Trump’s presi- 
dency. There’s nothing fair 
or journalistic about that. 

No one should object to 
tough questions. In the rare 
times Obama was asked 
tough questions, reporters 
ended up having their com- 
puters hacked. 

In 2012, CBS News an- 
nounced correspondent 
Sharyl Attkisson's computer 
was hacked by "an unautho- 
rized, external, unknown 
party on multiple occa- 


sions," confirming At- 
tkisson's previous revelation 
of the hacking. 


It’s well known Attkisson 
was hated by the Obama 
White House. James Rosen 
of Fox was also targeted. 
That was long before Trump 
came along and won the 
presidency to the shock and 
dismay of the liberal press 
gaggle. 

None of them accused 
Obama of being against 
freedom of the press though 
he was a bigger threat than 
Trump will ever be. The 
only thing that happened to 
Acosta was getting thrown 
out of a press briefing and 
having his access pass 
pulled before it was ordered 
reinstated. 
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What Acosta does is polit- 
ical activism. He’s an enemy, 
not only to the people who 
elected Trump, but he also 
discredits the craft in the 
eyes of those still trying to 
practice it fairly and hon- 
ourably. 

Having spent decades in 
this business, I have come to 
believe much of our media 
complex is politicized to the 
point it no longer serves the 
interests of the people. 

News media companies 
should assume their re- 
porters have a_ certain 
amount of bias even if they 
try to police their views and 
their work is subject to rig- 
orous editing. With that in 
mind, media firms should 
hire journalists who have all 
kinds of political views, 
right, left and centre, but 
they won’t. They just hire 
liberals. 

Conservatives complain 
about it but continue to 
frustrate themselves by con- 
suming media that lies to 
them. They need to find and 
support only media they be- 
lieve treats them with re- 
spect. Dump the rest in the 
trash bin. Let liberals watch 
fake news if they want. You 
don’t have to. 

Marco Patrone is the man- 
aging editor of Peel Weekly 
News. 

marc@mpatrone.com 


Last Winter was a doozy. 


Save yourself from another one 
by spending it in Florida! 
If you're looking to rent or 
purchase anywhere in 
the Sunshine State, 
I'm your connection. 


Give me acall at 647-298-0997, 
and let's discuss your options. 


Let it snow, you'll be basking 
in the sun anyways... 
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Hope for the homeless in downtown Brampton 


by Bruce Marshall 


As I cast around and learn 
more about homelessness 
and poverty in Brampton, I 
had the opportunity to have 
breakfast last Saturday 
morning with the Mens' 
Group of Grace United 
Church. 

The breakfast starts at 
ReGen at Grace Place - 
where typically 175 home- 
lessness people in down- 
town Brampton are up 
bright and early for their 
breakfast. 

It was a hearty repast. 
Cheerfully served - to peo- 
ple who were themselves 
pretty cheery. This was, I'm 
sure, a bright spot in their 
day. A hot meal - and to be 
treated like a human being. 

Therein lies one of the the 
problems of our approach 
to to these issues - we think 
it terms of broad statistics. 
We need to think about 
homelessness in personal 
terms. We need to think of 
it less as “175 people;” more 
as 175 individuals. 

After breakfast and cof- 
fee, the group retired to a 
meeting room. 
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Grace is going to cele- 
brate their 200 anniversary 
in 2022... but the church 
has not been without it's 
problems. They had a dwin- 
dling attendance of mostly 
pensioners. The Grand Old 
Church was going into de- 
cline. 

The crisis in downtown 
Brampton was an opportu- 
nity for Grace in a respect. 
The need to provide serv- 
ices to the community got 
church leaders thinking 
about different ways to do 
things. 

They established a not- 
for-profit, found some 
grant money, expanded and 
modernized the church 
kitchen facility - and the 
rest, Grace leaders smile - 
is history. 

In a very real sense, this 
has saved Grace United 
Church - and kept the 
church alive and well doing 
what really is missionary 
work right in downtown 
Brampton. 

I mention the above to il- 
lustrate the difference be- 
tween the way Faith Based 
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organizations and Govern- 
ment organizations seem to 
approach things. 

When people at a Faith 
Based organization are pre- 
sented with a problem - 
they look for a way to move 
around the problem. 

The Grace Church leader- 
ship did just exactly that - 
when faced with a problem 
that surely was going to 
shut the church down, if 
something wasn't done. 

Government on the other 
hand seems to know what 
their limits are - and look 
no further. 

Witness the family I 
wrote about last week who 
were looking for housing 
help from the Region after 
a fire in the Peel Housing 
building they live in. 

Government seemed to 
slam the door. It was only 
Faith Based organizations 
who sought answers rather 
than seeking a chance to 
slam a door. 

My several months of 
looking into every corner of 
this problem of poverty, 
homelessness and the opi- 


ate crisis make me realized 
that we do have two very 
different approaches. 

This coming week I'll be 
attending a meeting that 
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will talk more about big- 
picture policy at the Region. 
Which is great - But I do 
wonder if more would get 
done on these files if the 
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charity, faith and govern- 
ment organizations talked. 
Maybe we'll see what we 
can do about that in the 
coming months. 
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6A Brant Avenue 


Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 
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Original 


Restorted 


We restore and print onto archival quality photo paper. 
Call or email us at info@PazanGallery.com to book your appointment 


PEP EREP EPR P EPEC ee eee ee ree 


"Tritiseiiil 


Testis 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


by Vidya Gopaul 


For my first column in the 
pages of Peel Weekly News, I 
would like to share some im- 
portant information and per- 
spective regarding my 
eyesight. 

One might say that it is by 
accident that I did an experi- 
ment to improve my eyesight, 
and the result was phenome- 
nal. Neither my family doc- 
tors nor I believed that the 
result of this experiment 
would be a success. 

Many years ago when I was 
a student, I was studying in 
class one day when I realized 
that I could not clearly see the 
writings on the blackboard. I 
thought I was sitting at the 
back of the class and that 
must have been the reason. 
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I moved closer to the black- 
board and realized it did not 
make that much difference. 
My eyesight was somewhat 
blurry. immediately thought 
that it could be sugar in my 
blood. 

Right away, I went to see 
my family doctor. After giving 
me an examination, he con- 
cluded that sugar in my blood 
was normal and that I must 
consult an optometrist. 

The following week, I went 
to the optometrist. After the 
examinations, he concluded 
that I was near sighted and 
that I had lost the ability to 
see distant objects. 

He prescribed me a pair of 
glasses so that I could see far 
objects. Initially, the far- 


sighted ability was manage- 
able, but as years went by, it 
started to become worse. 

As per my prescriptions in 
1995, my ability to see far ob- 
jects was worse. I had to 
wear thick lenses. What fol- 
lowed after 1995 could be 
called a miracle or an experi- 
ment by accident. 

In the summer of 1995, a 
mulberry tree I had planted a 
few years ago in my backyard 
produced fruits in abun- 
dance. We kept eating them 
every day during that sum- 
mer and gave some to our 
neighbors, and we still could 
not finish all of them. 

Then, my sweet and knowl- 
edgeable wife had an idea. 
She said, "Why don’t I make 
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juice from the extra mulber- 
ries instead of throwing them 
away." 

I asked, "Do you know 
how?" She replied, "No. I 
don't. But I can learn." And 
she did. That year, she made 
thirty-six bottles of pure mul- 
berry juice. Since then, I have 
been drinking nothing but 
homemade pure mulberry 
juice at supper time. 

As years went by, I noticed 
that the prescription for my 
eye glasses was improving. I 
could see better at far objects. 
I could watch television with- 
out my eye glasses while sit- 
ting on the sofa. I could see 
road signs without my eye 
glasses. 

I eventually went to Service 
Ontario for a driving test and 
had the condition "X" on my 
license removed because I 
passed all the eye examina- 
tion tests on their machine. 

To my surprise, when I 
went to do my regular eye ex- 
amination last year (2017), 
even my eye doctor was sur- 
prised to note that my eye- 
sight had improved for far 
and near objects. 

One day last summer, my 
wife and I were drinking our 
tea on the deck that I built in 
my backyard. I asked her, 
"Why do you think my eye- 


Mortgage lime Again? 
Let’s Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 


! am here fo help. Call me.” 


905.587.1286 May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


Improving eyesight with age, and using natural remedies 


sight has improved from bad 
to worse to fair and to much 
improved?" 

"Yes, I noticed that too," she 
replied, "It's like a miracle! I 
know you have been keeping 
a healthy life style, eating 
properly, you don't drink or 
smoke and watch what you 
eat. Of course, I have never 
seen you eating tons of car- 
rots. So, what has changed?" 

After pausing for a few sec- 
onds, she made an observa- 
tion, "I think what has been 
consistent with you is that at 
the supper time you have 
been always drinking the 
home-made mulberry juice 
that I have make for you. 
Mulberry has lots of healthy 
ingredients, including a well- 
known antioxidant.” 

I then replied, "Yes, you 
may be right, dear." When I 
did a research on the benefits 
of mulberry, I did find that 
one of the benefits is that it 
improves eyesight, and I am 
the living proof. 

I am saying that it may or 
may not work for others but 
you should consult your med- 
ical experts. I just want to 
share my findings. 

Mulberries have a number 
of natural benefits: 

1) Improving 
health 


digestive 


2) Lower cholesterol 

3) Controlling blood sugar 
levels 

4) Reducing the risk of can- 
cer 

5) Improving blood circula- 
tion 

6) Curing anemia 

7) Better heart health 

8) Good for vision 

Like carrots, mulberries too 
are good for your eyes. They 
improve your vision and pro- 
tect your eyes from free radi- 
cals that are a cause of retinal 
degeneration. 

9) Promoting brain health 

10) Improving immunity 

11) Building bone tissue 

12) Rich source of antioxi- 
dants 

Mulberries contain zeaxan- 
thin, which helps in reducing 
oxidative stress in the cells 
that form your eyes. 

13) Prevent flu and cold 

The carotenoids present in 
mulberries assist in prevent- 
ing cataracts and macular de- 
generation. 

It is my hope that anyone in 
the medical field who reads 
this article would do a case 
study on my eyesight -- that 
is, to study how my eyesight 
went from bad to worse to 
fair to better and much im- 
proved. 

vkgopaul@outlook.com 


May Monteiro 
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Don’t Worry About Your Financial 
Future. With Sell ‘n STAY™ You're 
in Control of Your Options. 


As time goes on and the cost of living continues to 
increase, it is easy to become worried about how to 
make ends meet. 

There are many options that are not pet-friendly. 
Sell ‘n STAY not only allows you to keep your furry 
friends, but to continue to live in the home that both 
you and your pets are familiar with. 

Sell ‘n STAY which is a sale and lease back program 
offers a practical and reliable way to help you face an 
uncertain future with confidence. It can change your 
life and give you the fresh start you deserve. 


Before you consider a reverse mortgage, call me 
at 647-298-0997 to discuss 
this great opportunity. 


THERESA BAIRD 


647 FRE Gee 
+ theird 
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Peel policeman charged 
with assault 


A Peel policeman with 
more than 19 years on the 
force has been charged 
with multiple assault of- 
fenses, the regional po- 
lice’s Professional 
Standards Bureau an- 
nounced Friday. 

The announcement 
came after a seven month- 
long investigation by the 
Bureau into Sergeant 
Badal Kaushal’s actions, 
and only came to light for 
the Bureau this past 
March. 

On Nov. 16, Kaushal was 
arrested and charged with 
two assault counts and 
one count of assault with a 
weapon, relating to an on- 
duty incident that took 
place on May 21, 2017 in 
Brampton. 

In the course of the inci- 
dent a 44 year-old woman 
and 33 year-old woman 
both sustained minor in- 
juries. 

Furthermore, Kaushal 
was charged later with an 
additional count of assault 
relating to a separate inci- 
dent that took place on 


July 23, 2017, where a 53 
year-old male also sus- 
tained minor injuries. 

Kaushal was suspended 
with pay as per the provi- 
sions of the Police Serv- 
ices Act, and appeared in 
Brampton court this past 
Saturday. 

In a statement, Peel Po- 
lice Chief Jennifer Evans 
said the force is commit- 
ted to ensuring trans- 
parency and maintaining 
the public’s confidence 


and trust when dealing 
with allegations of police 
officer misconduct. 

“Our officers are held to 
a high standard in order 
to maintain the trust that 
we have worked so hard to 
build within our commu- 
nity,” she said. 

“Upon learning of the al- 
legations, I immediately 
ordered an internal inves- 
tigation into the conduct 
and actions of the in- 
volved officer.” 


Region asks for input on Peel’s priorities 


In advance of Peel Re- 
gional Council’s official 
swearing-in ceremony on 
Dec. 4, the region is asking 
residents in all three munic- 
ipalities what matters to 
them most. 

The Region of Peel is 
hosting an online survey to 
help inform the direction of 
key priorities which will be 
used in the “Community for 
Life” plan a 20-year vision 
that will integrate commu- 
nity input and focus on top 
issues and shared experi- 


ences by residents. 

“Community for Life is a 
place where everyone en- 
joys a sense of belonging 
and has access to the serv- 
ices and opportunities they 
need to thrive in each stage 
of their lives,” the Region 
said in a statement Monday. 
“This vision reflects resi- 
dents’ top issues and hopes 
they shared with us in 
2015.” 

The public survey will be 
available by visiting peelre- 
gion.ca/withyou until Dec. 


5. 

Residents’ input will help 
inform the Region’s priori- 
ties for the next four-year 
Council term. 

“Peel’s 20-year journey to 
bring this vision to life is 
being fulfilled in stages, and 
the Region sets new priori- 
ties for each Term of Coun- 
cil,” said the Region, who 
also stated that the efforts to 
set priorities for the 2018- 
2022 Term of Council and 
renew the Strategic Plan 
will extend to mid-2019. 
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UPS boasts Caledon boost via $200 million facility 


by Alex Gregory 

A$200 million, 850,000 
square-foot facility will be 
built in Caledon as part of 
major shipping provider UPS’ 
investment into the Greater 
Toronto Area, the company 
announced yesterday. 

Construction is underway 
on the new facility, which is 
part of a $500 million invest- 
ment throughout Canada, 
and will feature a suite of 
data-driven tools and ad- 
vanced scanning and sorta- 
tion technology. 

The move is set to be a 
huge boost to the region, said 
Mayor Allan Thompson, who 
heralded the move Tuesday 
morning. 

"I'm extremely pleased and 
proud to welcome UPS to the 
Town of Caledon," said Allan 
Thompson, Mayor of Cale- 
don, noting that the new de- 
velopment will help create 
jobs and bolster the local 
economy. 


At 850,000 square feet, the 
Caledon facility will be the 
largest UPS facility in 
Canada. 


The hub will offer process- 
ing and service capacity to 
businesses throughout the 
GTA, and is intended to help 


meet growing residential and 
business customer demand 
in the region. 

According to a statement 


released by the company 
Tuesday, the facility is fully 
automated, and can sort up 
to 35,000 packages per hour 
and house a fleet of more 
than 200 package cars. 

"Southern Ontario is an at- 
tractive hub for international 
trade and business," says UPS 
Canada president Christoph 
Atz Tuesday morning. "This 
new facility will serve the 
growing needs of businesses 
and consumers today and 
into the future." 

As one of the fastest grow- 
ing provinces in Canada, On- 
tario serves as a point of 
facilitation for the movement 
of goods, domestically and 
across the border. Strategi- 
cally located, the new facility 
will increase resources and 
expand UPS's smart logistics 
network to better serve cus- 
tomers in the region, both in 
Canada and the United 
States. 


Earlier this year, the com- 
pany announced its plans to 
invest more than $500 mil- 
lion towards facility expan- 
sions and_ technological 
enhancements in Canada. 

Construction of a separate 
expansion to the company’s 
$125-million, 180,000 sq. ft. 
expansion in Montreal is al- 
most complete. 

Two weeks ago, the com- 
pany also unveiled a new, $15 
million, 40,000 sq. ft., facility 
in Kanata, Ontario and has 
expanded its package centres 
in Brampton and London, 
Ontario and Edmonton, Al- 
berta. 

UPS, which has its head- 
quarters on Derry Road in 
Mississauga, employs ap- 
proximately 6,000 people 
across Ontario and 12,000 
across Canada. 

The Caledon facility is an- 
ticipated to open in late 
2020. 


Service disruptions expected on Peel bus lines 


As winter arrives and 
snow sets upon the region, 
local bus lines will be 
dealing with service dis- 
ruptions throughout the 
upcoming weeks. 

In Brampton, a water- 
main issue at Gateway 
Terminal in the south end 
will cause delays to a 
number of routes, includ- 


ing 511 (Ziim Steeles East- 
bound), 3 (McLaughlin), 4 
(Chinguacousy), 11 (Stee- 
les Eastbound), 51 (Here- 
ford), 53 (Ray Lawson), 54 
(County Court), 57 
(Charolais), 104 (Chingua- 
cousy Express) and 199 
University of Toronto - 
Mississauga Express). 

The affected routes not 


be entering the Terminal, 
and will be stopping at 
temporary locations on 
the southside of Steeles 
Avenue across from the 
Terminal. 

Routes 511 (Ziim Steeles 
Westbound and 11 (Steeles 
Westbound) will also be 
being detoured, but will 
still service Gateway Ter- 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 
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minal. 

Delays on the aforemen- 
tioned routes are ex- 
pected, and the length of 
the watermain repair 
work was unknown, as of 
press time. 

Additionally, several 
routes that service the 
Flower City Community 
Campus, including routes 
3A (McLaughlin), 57 
(Charolais) and 1/1A will 
take detours this weekend 
due to construction near 
its transit stop. 

A temporary bus stop 
will be placed beside the 
sidewalk at the crosswalk 
adjacent to the seniors 
parking lot. 

For service updates on 
the aforementioned 
Brampton routes, call the 
city’s Transit department 
at 905-874-2999. 

In Mississauga, the tran- 


sit wing is preparing for a 
shift towards a grid net- 
work next year that allows 
for more frequent buses 
along main corridors and 
more direct services. 

To that end, the city will 
be hosting a number of 
upcoming workshops for 
residents to see how the 
upcoming changes will af- 
fect their morning com- 
mute, as well as share 
their thoughts on the up- 
coming 2019 MiWay Serv- 
ice Plan. 

The upcoming public in- 
formation sessions will 
begin this weekend, with a 
workshop at Meadowvale 
Town Centre (6677 Mead- 
owvale Town Centre 
Court) this Saturday, Nov. 
24, running from 1 -4 p.m. 
in the central court. 

On Monday, City Centre 
Transit Terminal (at 


Square One Shopping Cen- 
tre) will host a meet-and- 
greet with commuters 
from 7 - 11 a.m., while fur- 
ther public events will 
take place on Tuesday 
(Nov. 27) from 11 a.m. - 2 
p.m. and Wednesday (Nov. 
28) from 2 - 7 p.m. 

Finally, on Saturday, 
Dec. 1, an information ses- 
sion will be hosted at 
Westwood Square in Mal- 
ton, from 1- 4 p.m. 

The MiWay Five Transit 
Service Plan (2016-2020) 
will focus on improving 
service levels, building 
stronger corridors and 
adding off-peak service 
hours, representatives 
said earlier this year. 

For more information on 
the service plan, visit 
miway.ca/miway5. 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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Ryerson courses coming to downtown Brampton 


Despite the cancellation 
of provincial funding for 
a planned university in 
Brampton, the city can 
boast a consolation prize 
in the form of a signifi- 
cant education project 
that will soon be hitting 
the downtown core. 

The City of Brampton 
announced last week that 
Ryerson University will 


be offering courses 
through the G. Raymond 
Chang School of Continu- 
ing Education, beginning 
this coming January. 

The announcement is a 
major education project 
that will offer a variety of 
courses to prospective 
students in the West 
Tower at Brampton City 
Hall. 


In a statement, Bramp- 
ton officials said the an- 
nouncement is a major 
step forward in their ex- 
isting partnership with 
Ryerson. 

“I am very excited to 
welcome The Chang 


School, and with it, sub- 
stantial opportunities for 
learning and innovation,” 
said Mayor Linda Jeffrey 


in a statement Friday 
morning. “Together, the 
City of Brampton and Ry- 
erson will change the face 
of education in our city.” 

The announcement 
comes on the heels of the 
cancellation of funding 
for the Ryerson/Sheridan 
College collaboration, 
which would see both 
sites offer courses at a 
new university that 
would be situated adja- 
cent to the Brampton 
Downtown GO Station. 

The status of the project 
is currently unknown, as 
the provincial govern- 
ment has offered to ad- 
dress the project, one of 
three funding packages 
offered to post-secondary 
institutions including one 
in Markham and another 
in Milton, on a case-by- 
case basis. 

The first set of courses, 
which will focus on cy- 
bersecurity with a certifi- 
cate in Computer Security 
and Digital Forensics, 
begin on Jan. 14, 2019. 

The program will run 
on Monday and Thursday 
evenings in the West 
Tower on George Street 
in downtown Brampton. 

Economic development 
chair Jeff Bowman said 
that cybersecurity is top 


of mind for many busi- 
nesses in the city and 
across the world, making 
the courses a perfect fit. 

“The Chang School pro- 
gramming, and future 
plans for the downtown, 
present great opportuni- 
ties for our highly diverse 
and talented residents to 
build professional skills 
for in-demand jobs,” said 
Bowman. 

Bowman’s comments 
were echoed by G. Ray- 
mond Chang School dean 
Marie Bountrogianni, 
who said the university is 
looking forward to bring- 
ing the “crucial course of- 
ferings” to the local area 
and bringing in a new 
wave of technology-sec- 
tor workers for the future 
challenges of cybersecu- 
rity. 

"It is our privilege to 
create specialized learn- 
ing opportunities for 
Brampton's young and di- 
verse talent pool to help 
narrow the skills and 
knowledge gap that cur- 


rently exists in this 
emerging industry," said 
Bountrogianni. 


The City has continued 
to work closely with Ry- 
erson and Sheridan ona 
number of initiatives and 
options to increase their 


presence in the down- 
town core, city officials 
said in a recent release. 

Funding for the planned 
downtown innovation 
hub, library and special- 
ized cybersecurity insti- 
tute remains, while the 
planning process for 
those elements of the 
overall project continues 
in partnership with both 
Ryerson and Sheridan 
College. 

The new courses are 
part of the city’s continu- 
ing focus on promoting 
post-secondary _educa- 
tion, which includes mov- 
ing forward on activity to 
open a new business in- 
cubator in downtown 
Brampton in 2019. 

Ryerson University ex- 
pressed their support of 
this initiative, and their 
intention to add their 
leading expertise in en- 
trepreneur development 
and innovation to the 
mix. Ryerson’s DMZ was 
recently recognized as the 
world’s number one uni- 
versity-based incubator. 

Interested students can 
find more information 
and register for the first 
Chang School courses in 
Brampton by visiting ce- 
online.ryerson.ca. 


MPs celebrate Global Entrepreneurship Week with local visits 


Business owners, commu- 
nity leaders, self-starters 
and academics came to- 
gether last week to celebrate 
Global Entrepreneurship 
Week, celebrating startups 
and the impact they make in 
communities throughout the 
country. 

In Canada, small and 
medium- sized enterprises 
run by entrepreneurs make 
up over 99% of all busi- 


nesses and employ over 10 
million Canadians. 

Local Global Entrepre- 
neurship Week activities in 
Peel included a keynote 
speech by Minister of Small 
Business and Export Promo- 
tion, Mary Ng, at a Bramp- 
ton Board of Trade event 
earlier this month, along 
with a Global Startup Week- 
end event at Brampton City 
Hall. 


"Global Entrepreneurship 
Week is an opportunity to 
celebrate the impact entre- 
preneurs make in communi- 
ties across the country. As a 
small business-friendly gov- 
ernment, we're working 
hard to reduce red tape and 
make it easier for Canadian 
entrepreneurs to start up, 
scale up and access new 
markets,” said Ng. “When 
Canadian entrepreneurs 


succeed, our economy grows 
and middle-class jobs are 
created.” 

In a statement delivered 
last week, Brampton-North 
MP Ruby Sahota also said 
that the federal government 
believes that diversity and 
inclusion are good for soci- 
ety and the economy, and it 
offers a wide variety of pro- 
grams specifically designed 
to help those traditionally 
under-represented in our 
economy succeed. 

"It takes great courage to 
start a business. Canadians 
who take that leap work 
long hours and face numer- 
ous challenges,” said Sahota. 

“The Government of 
Canada is committed to 
helping entrepreneurs, like 
the ones in Brampton, suc- 
ceed. We're here for all 
Canadians, making sure that 
our economic success is in- 
clusive by helping under- 
represented entrepreneurs, 


like youth, achieve their 
business goals." 

Sahota made a stop to 
hold a roundtable and meet- 
and-greet at HRWARE, a 
local family owned and op- 
erated exporting small busi- 
ness in Brampton that 
delivers innovative technol- 
ogy solutions to simplify 
day-to-day HR manage- 
ment. 

The Tuitt family was able 


to scale up and expand trade 
thanks to $60,000 in fund- 
ing through the Govern- 
ment's CanExport Program, 
while taking advantage of 
the decrease to the small 
business tax, support 
through the Trade Commis- 
sioners office, and trade 
agreements like CPTPP, 
CETA, and USMCA that se- 
cures access to 1.5 million 
consumers. 
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Snowshoeing: An Old Pastime With Some New Tricks 


by David Robinson 


Snowshoeing has been a 
part of winter for hundreds 
of years. 

Fur trappers and hunters 
used snowshoes to navigate 
over land in search of food, 
shelter and clothing. 

Today, it is estimated that 
over 1.5 million Canadian en- 
gage in some form of snow- 
shoe activity during the 
winter months. 


As a Mississauga based 
recreational athlete and am- 
ateur sports administrator, I 
took over as a volunteer 
president at Snowshoe 
Canada in 2016, and have 
helped run the organization 
on a small budget with the 
help of generous volunteers 
and suppliers. 

The mandate of the organ- 


ization is to grow the sport, 


increase participation and 
get people out exercising 
during winter. 

Snowshoeing is a really 
good weight bearing aerobic 
workout. It is easy to learn 
and relatively safe. Pretty 
much a “grip it and ripped” 
activity. 

What we are trying to do is 
move the activity forward 
siseea a mostly-casual hobby 
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to a sport with organized 
events, athlete development, 
officials, coaching, champi- 
onships and even prize 
money. 

The number of events are 
growing around the world, 
and every year, the amount 
of participation increases by 
20-30%. 

We are continuing to make 
progress in getting this activ- 


ity recognized as a competi- 
tive sport. 

The world championships 
will be held in northern Italy 
in early January, and they are 
expecting 5000 participants. 

Over the last couple of 
winters, we have had some 
success in getting some races 
off the ground as well as 
working with existing races 
to build up their participa- 
tion. 

We will have five sanc- 
tioned races in southern On- 
tario this winter along with 
two in Quebec and one BC. 

The Canadian champi- 
onship will be at the 
Craigleith Ski Club on Family 
Day weekend. We are expect- 
ing a record turnout for the 
event. 

Several municipalities have 
expressed interest in putting 
on an event. It can take up to 
a year to get a new race off 
the ground with all the logis- 
tics involved. 

We are also excited to have 
an opportunity to work with 
Barrie Shepley and PB 
Health to stage their annual 
event at Albion Hills Conser- 
vation Area in Caledon. 

The participation at this 


event is growing every year, 
and we hope there will be 
some spin off from the an- 
nual Egg Nog Jog, which will 
be held on Dec. 9 at the same 
location. 

The snowshoe event held 
on Feb. 10, 2019 will be a 
good warm up for the Cana- 
dian Championship at 
Craigleith Ski Club on Feb. 
17. 

The other great news is the 
recent signing of Athletics 
Ontario as a promotional 
partner. Snowshoeing is 
being recognized as a winter 
cross country running activ- 
ity which will benefit their 
endurance athletes. 

We look forward to seeing 
Athletics Ontario members 


out at our events, adds 
Robinson. 
In addition to staging 


races, Snowshoe Canada 
puts on learn snowshoe Clin- 
ics at schools, clubs and fit- 
ness centers. They also 
provide officials and race di- 
rector training and elite ath- 
lete development. 

For more information, visit 
www.snowshoecanada.ca. 


“Two out of three ain’t bad” as Beast take on teams 


by Benedict Rhodes 


The Brampton Beast 
played three home games in 
a row this past weekend, 
against the Maine Mariners 
on Friday and Saturday, and 
the Adirondack Thunder on 
Sunday. 

On Friday, solid goaltend- 
ing from Etienne Marcoux 
led the way for the Beast, as 
he managed to stop all 23 
shots that the Mariners 
could put on goal on his way 
to a 3-0 victory. 

David Pacan, Daniel 
Ciampini and Chris 
Martenet scored the goals 
for Brampton. 

Saturday's game, also at 
the CAA Centre against the 
Mariners, was less success- 
ful for the Beast, as they fell 
3-2 to the visitors. 

Nathan Todd scored the 
opening goal for the Beast at 
the 11:37 mark of the first 


period, but Michael McNi- 
cholas tied the game with a 
powerplay goal just mo- 
ments later. 

Two minutes into the sec- 
ond period, the Mariners 
took the lead but this time it 
was Brampton's turn to an- 
swer quickly, as Jordan 
Henry found the back of the 
net. 

The game remained score- 
less until the 7:25 mark of 
the third period, when Drew 
Melanson scored his second 
goal of the game to give his 
team the 3-2 victory. 


Brampton rebounded 
nicely on Sunday, however, 
beating the Adirondack 


Thunder 4-1 to end of their 
busy weekend. The Beast, 
home to Adirondack in this 
one, got a big performance 
out of Artur Tianulin, who 
scored 2 goals in the game. 


Tianulin opened the scor- 
ing for the Beast at the 12:41 
mark of the first period, the 
only goal of the opening 20 
minutes. David Pacan dou- 
bled Brampton's lead 14:36 
into the second period be- 
fore Adirondack pulled one 
back at 16:23. 

Tianulin scored his second 
goal of the game at the 
18:43. mark, restoring 
Brampton's two-goal lead. 
Anthony Beauregard sealed 
the win for Brampton a few 
minutes into the third pe- 
riod with another goal, giv- 
ing them a 4-1 lead that they 
wouldn't surrender. 

The Beast now have an 8- 
6-1 record on the season, 
good for third place in the 
North division. 

They next play tomorrow 
(Nov. 22) against the Fort 
Wayne Komets. 
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Steelheads’ Richmond a man on a mission 


by David Robinson 


Commitment is the first 
word that comes to mind 
when you sit with Missis- 
sauga Steelheads head 
coach James Richmond and 
listen to his life story. 

Commitment is what got 
him to where he is today 
and it is what he expects 
from his players as he 
guides the Steelheads 
through the 2018-19 OHL 
season. 

Hockey is clearly in his 
blood from an early age. 
Born and raised a Rexdale 
boy, he played for the pow- 
erhouse Henry Carr Cru- 
saders of the old Metro Jr. 
B league. 

Drafted by the OHL’s Sud- 
bury Wolves, he gave it a 
good shot but got cut. Not 
to be put down by failure, 
he got himself a hockey 
scholarship to the Univer- 
sity of New Hampshire and 
played a key role there 
from 1983-1987. 

With a degree in Commu- 
nications and five years of 
NCAA hockey under his 
belt, he landed a player 
coach role in Denmark at 


the tender age of 22. 

A career in European 
hockey proved to be a good 
training ground for his 
coaching roles later in life. 

James had a long career 
in Europe playing in Hol- 
land and Germany. He 
played to the age of 38 be- 
fore retiring from pro 
hockey. 

Professional athletes 
often struggle with post ca- 
reer decisions, but James 
found himself playing back 
in Canada for the Senior A 
Cambridge Hornets and 
coaching minor hockey 
part time. 

That communications de- 
gree and all those years in 
Europe put him on the 
speed dial for lots hockey 
team owners. It did not 
take him long to find paid 
coaching jobs back in 
Canada. 

He got on with the 
Georgetown Raiders and 
later the Aurora Tigers of 
the OJHL, a feeder league 
to the OHL, CIS University 
and NCAA hockey. 

While with Aurora, he 
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was recruited by the LA 
Kings as a player develop- 
ment coach. This involved 
regular trips to LA to de- 
velop and train young up 
and coming players in the 
Kings’ system. 

James enjoyed the job 
until 2015, having to give it 
up due to the grind of 
travel and his ascending 
coaching career back in 
Canada. 

In 2014, he was hired by 
Elliott Kerr to guide his 
new Steelheads and he has 
been hard at it since then. 

He considers the OHL the 
top development league in 
the world for elite teen age 
hockey players. 

The number of players 
drafted to the NHL is the 
highest in the world. 

The players are really fo- 
cused and come with an in- 
tense goal of making it to 
the NHL. 

The job is extremely en- 
joyable for him and very 
satisfying to guide these 
young men as they pursue 
their dreams. 

However, it is a high- 


pressure job with high ex- 
pectations and long hours. 

Most days he is at the 
rink from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.. 
but game days he might not 
get out of there until mid- 
night. Not mention the long 
bus rides to away games, 
the season can be a grind. 

James is exceeding expec- 
tations so far this year. 
With the season roughly 
30% completed, the team 
is first place in the Central 
Division with 30 points. 
Considering the team is the 
third youngest in the 
league, it is clear that 
coaching is getting the 
most out the players. 

I have personal interest 
in this team this year, as 
my wife and I have taken in 
a billet for the season. 

Our player is an 19 year- 
old import all the way from 
Bellerus. Nikita Zuyev, #89, 
is living with us while pa- 
trolling the blue line for the 
Steelheads. 

This is proving to be an 
interesting new experience 
and we are looking forward 
to the rest of the season. 


Steelheads Complete Undefeated Week of Play 


The Steelheads’ battle for 
the top spot in their division 
continued into this past 
week. 

Their first challenge was 
against the Guelph Storm 
Nov. 14 at home for their 
School Day game. 

The scoring was light 
throughout the majority of 
period number one, but the 
scoreless tie was broken 
with just under a minute left 
when Mississauga’s Michael 
Little gave them a one goal 
lead. 

The second period started 
with a quick score from 
Mississauga to put them up 
by two as Owen Tippett net- 
ted one on the power play. 

Still in the second frame, 
Guelph would get one goal 
closer on a tally from Danill 
Chayka. Again, the Fish had 
a one goal advantage head- 
ing to the intermission. 

The third period wit- 
nessed two more goals from 
Mississauga as Cole Carter 
and Alan Lyszezarezyk put 
the game out of reach and 
the Trout cruised to an easy 
4-1 victory. 

On Nov. 16, the Steel- 
heads travelled out to 
Kingston to play the Fronte- 
nacs. From the get go in this 


one, it was clear which team 
came out to play as Missis- 
sauga dominated the game 
scoring just once in the first 
frame on a goal from Owen 
Tippett, but finishing the 
period leading on the shot 
chart 11-4. 

In the second, the narra- 
tive stayed the same as the 
Steelheads sustained pres- 
sure throughout the entirety 
of the period. 

The Fish scored three 
times - Tippett nabbed his 
second of the game while 
Ryan Barbosa tallied two of 
his own. Kingston would 
score once in the final pe- 
riod to cut the deficit to 
three but the four goal lead 
was quickly restored with a 
goal from Alan 
Lyszczarezyk. 

Once again, Mississauga 
cruised to the victory, win- 
ning 5-1. 

The team was back home 
in Mississauga on Nov. 18 
for their third and most im- 
portant game of the week, 
against Sudbury. 

Heading into this 
matchup both teams were 
deadlocked at the top of the 
Central Division. Ryan 
McLeod opened the scoring 
in the contest with a goal 


early in the first period. 
Later on, Sudbury answered 
with the tying goal scored 
by Owen Gilhula. The score 
and shots were tied at the 
end of one frame. 

Nicholas Canade and 
Ryan Mcleod both scored 
goals to put the Trout up by 
two after 40 minutes of 
play. The third and final 
frame was set up for a 
thrilling finish and it didn’t 
disappoint. 

After Mississauga jumped 
out to an early 4-1 lead ona 
goal from Tippett, Sudbury 
stormed back, getting goals 
from Liam Ross and Shane 
Bulitka to pull them within 
one. 

However, that was the 
closest they were bound to 
get as Tippett scored his 
second of the game to put 
this one to bed. The Steel- 
heads won 5-3, claiming top 
spot in the division again. 

After going undefeated in 
this past week, the Fish will 
look to replicate that same 
success when they play Lon- 
don, North Bay and Sud- 
bury next week on 
Thursday, Friday and Sat- 
urday, respectively. 
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Fundraising dinner takes a “bite” out of poverty 


by Alex Gregory 


Hundreds of residents 
will help fight hunger and 
support local food banks 
next month during the 
'Twas The Bite Before 
Christmas dinner, which 
celebrates its tenth an- 
niversary next month. 

The annual fundraising 
dinner, which supports 
local food banks in Missis- 
sauga and helps feed hun- 
gry residents, has raised 
hundreds of thousands for 
charitable efforts during 
the busy holiday season. 

This year’s dinner, which 
has already sold-out, 
promises to be the biggest 
to date, said event chair 
Dan Meadowcroft. 

“It all started with a 
group of volunteers sitting 
around a table, and has 
grown to become one of 
south Mississauga's pre- 
mier fundraising events,” 
said Meadowcroft, who 
helped found the event in 
2009. “The community 
comes together through a 
series of events every year, 
and this year's response 
has been phenomenal.” 

Proceeds from the event 
will go towards The Mis- 
sissauga Food Bank and 
the Compass Food Bank in 
Port Credit, with non-per- 
ishable donations being 


accepted throughout the 
campaign. 

The festivities will kick 
off on Monday (Nov. 26) 
with the Ladies' Night 
fundraising event, which 
will be held at POSTA Ital- 
bar Cucina (31 Lakeshore 
Rd. E.) from 6 - 9 p.m. 
featuring special guests, 
networking opportunities, 
a cash bar and door prizes. 
Tickets for the event will 
run for $25. 

The following Sunday, 
Dec. 2, Roc’n Doc’s (105 
Lakeshore Rd. E.) will host 
the Bite's annual Launch 
Party, featuring live music 
from Chuck Jackson and 
the All-Stars, along with 
surprise guests and much 
more! Admission is $5 per 
person (food donations ac- 
cepted in lieu of cash ad- 
mission), with the event 
running from 4:30 - 8:30 


p.m. 
The sold-out flagship 
turkey dinner will take 
place at Oasis Convention 
Centre on Dec. 4, with 
more than 700 partici- 
pants enjoying a full holi- 
day dinner served by local 
community advocates and 
dignitaries, along with live 
entertainment from New- 
stalk Sauga 960AM host 
Mike Bullard and guests. 


“Mike has been an im- 
portant part of the devel- 
opment of the dinner over 
the years, and we're look- 
ing forward to his unique 
brand of comedy,” said 
Meadowcroft. 

On Monday, Dec. 10, 
CABIN Barber and Gentle- 
men Supply (504 
Lakeshore Rd. E.) will host 
Bad Hombres, featuring 
wine, whiskey and vodka 
tastings, appetizers, cock- 
tails and exclusive dis- 


counts, featuring Hon- 
orary Chair Stephen Dasko 
(Councillor-Elect, Ward 1). 
The event runs from 6 - 
9:30 p.m., with tickets at 
$25. 

Additional events being 
held throughout December 
include a full-day 
fundraising event’ at 
Drake: A Firkin Pub (6982 
Financial Dr.) on Dec. 8 
and Mississauga-South 


MPP Rudy Cuzzetto's “Bite 
at the Brogue” on Dec. 12 


at the Brogue Inn (136 
Lakeshore Rd. E.) from 
6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

Charles Sousa's Annual 
Turkey Drive, which bene- 
fits families in need 
throughout Mississauga, 
will run through Dec. 10. 

“More than ever, ‘Twas 
The Bite Before Christmas 
is a celebration of unity 
and cooperation, sand a 
way to help fight hunger 
and bring hope to Missis- 
sauga’s least fortunate 


families,” said Meadow- 
croft. 

Tickets for all events can 
be purchased by emailing 
twasthebitebefore@gmail. 
com or calling (905) 306- 
8000. 

For more information, 
visit the ‘Twas The Bite 
Before Christmas on Twit- 
ter at 
twitter.com/twasthebite 
or on Facebook at face- 
book.com/Twasthebitebe- 
foreChristmas. 


Brampton bets big on age-friendly city strategy 


With Brampton’s 2040 
Vision strategy coming 
down the pipe, the city is 
asking residents what 
their opinion is on help- 
ing aging residents work 
and live effectively in the 
area. 

Brampton is one of the 
country’s youngest “big 
cities”, with an average 
age of 36.5 years. City 
reps say that the area also 
has a_ rapidly-growing 
older population, with 
figures from Statistics 
Canada showing that the 
city’s population of resi- 
dents 50 and older in- 
creasing by 40 per cent 


from 2011 to 2016, and 
prompting officials to de- 
velop a strategy to make 
the area better for people 
of all ages. 

“Brampton’s diversity in 
terms of its ethnicity and 
age is one of its key 
strengths,” Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey said in a state- 
ment last week. “To en- 
sure the city provides the 
type of living experience 
that reflects our resi- 
dents’ wants and needs, it 
is important that we hear 
from the public.” 

The new strategy will 
help ensure residents 
have the services and 


support they need to stay 
healthy, age safely, and 
enjoy a high quality of 
life, and will focus on key 
strategies to define age- 
friendly communities, in- 
cluding public 
transportation, housing, 
public buildings and out- 
door spaces, employment, 
social inclusion and com- 
munity services. 

To that end, a series of 
workshops will be held 
where’ residents can 
share their ideas, which 
began on Nov. 19 with a 
meeting at Chinguacousy 
Park. Further meetings 
will take this coming 


Monday at Gore Meadows 
Community Centre 
(10150 The Gore Road) 
from 6 - 8 p.m., and 
Thursday, Nov. 29 from 6 
- 8 p.m. at Mount Pleas- 
ant Community Centre 
(100 Commuter Drive). 

A survey is also avail- 
able for residents to par- 
ticipate in, which can be 
accessed by visiting 
brampton.ca/agefriendly 
or picking up a physical 
copy from any Brampton 
Library branch. 

The survey will be 
available until December 


Te 
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Health and Wellness - Who Are You? 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


I ask “Who are you”? 
They tell me their name. 

I ask again and now they 
tell me they are married and 
have children and pets. I ask 
a third time and they tell me 
where they work and what 
they do. Again, I ask and 
now I get family info and 
where they were born. I ask 
again and they don’t know 
what else to say. 

As writers, we need to 
have a bio but it isn’t always 


about the fact they are mar- 
ried, etc. but why do they 
write and what inspires 
them. I have to dig to get 
them to write about them- 
selves. 

Wayne Dyer wrote about 
the realities of who we are 
not! We are not our name, 
body, mind, occupation, re- 
lationships, country, race or 
religion. 

So, what is left? If these 
are just our perceived reali- 


ties, what is our real iden- 
tity? There is a soul under- 
neath all the labels but so 
often we forget our own 
needs to follow or take care 
of others because that is ex- 
pected of us. 

It amazes me how we only 
relate to who we are as what 
we do or our role in life at 
this time. Who are we? As 
children, we are flights of 
fancy and we don’t care who 
we are because we love just 


playing and being part of 
the fantasy of life. Live a 
few more years and school 
takes over and you are 
herded in a grade, learning, 
and happenings. 

High school and beyond 
teaches us how to follow - 
Facebook, twitter, texts, etc. 
It teaches us who is right 
and who isn’t? But is that 
real? 

We go out into the work- 
force and find out what our 
claim to being someone 
trained is. Are we a doctor 
or a healer - to tell the 
truth, everybody has the 
ability to heal. 

To be able to reach out and 
touch someone who is ailing 
and comfort them without 
any medicines, is everyone’s 
impact. The doctors are 
trained more in what will fix 
the body but does it? Not al- 
ways. 

What else is our occupa- 
tion? It is how we make 
money and support our fam- 
ily. We are expected to 
marry and have a family and 
the white picket fence ideol- 
ogy. So, is this enough? 

I always wanted to be a 


teacher and coming out of 
high school, my family 
didn’t have enough money 
to send me to another city to 
get the training I needed. 

Now so many years later, I 
teach meditation classes and 
it fills my needs. I love 
teaching and it is my soul 
search. 

So, what is your soul 
search? Look for it and ig- 
nore the fact you may have 
been told that you aren’t 
good enough, educated 
enough, too old or whatever 
enough to achieve it. Look 
for it and find what soothes 
your soul identity. This is 
what you were meant to do 
this life time. 

We all have a calling and 
so we are all searching for 
it. I always told my class 
that we aren’t meant to fit in 
because we need to find our 
own path. Some will find 
their path for a time along 
or beside our path but it is 
still not all with us. That is 
why our relationships don’t 
always last - they aren’t 
meant to. Don’t go dropping 
your friends right now but 
discover what is blending 


you and them together? 

Stop and look and you will 
see maybe not everything 
but almost a path leading 
you. Teach your children to 
be true to their path by 
being true to yours. They 
learn from what you do not 
say. They watch you and 
learn everything they need 
to live their lives and sur- 
vive. 

I remember I used to kiss 
my children’s bruises or cuts 
better and science has found 
that children learn to heal 
themselves faster with this 
belief of kissing a wound 
better. People who freaked 
out with their children 
taught their children to have 
a hard time finding what 
helped them. So simple but 
they learn from us and it is 
like they were destined to be 
born to us. 

So, who are you? Write 
your own bio and get your 
children to do the same. Be 
inspired with what they 
write. They are writing 
from a totally different 
place. Learn from them. Be 
yourself and know that per- 
son. It is who you are. 


Kiwanks Cheb of Brampces 


Charitable Trost 


A weekend of holiday kicked 
off in Brampton last Thursday 
with a cocktail reception in 
support of the annual Bramp- 
ton Santa Claus Parade, the 
second largest holiday parade 
in Canada. 

The Kiwanis Club of Bramp- 
ton Charitable Trust marked 
the occasion with a $9,000 
cheque, which was presented 
to the National Service Dogs to 
kick off the 2018 Brampton 


Celebrity Clowns' participa- 
tion in the parade, which took 
place on Nov. 17. 

The Brampton Celebrity 
Clowns were established in 
the 2002 and sponsored by the 
Brampton Kiwanis Club. They 
participated in their first 
Brampton Santa Claus Parade 
in November 2002. Formed 
from business people and in- 
dividuals who make a dona- 
tion to become a clown with 


all proceeds dedicated to chil- 
dren's charities, the group has 
achieved lasting success in the 


city. 


Back Row (L to R): Danielle 
Forbes, John Crawford, Stan 
Loree, Karla MacInnis and 
Joyce Lang. Front Row (L to R): 
Pam Loree, NSD Chartwell and 
NSD Whitney. 

(Photo courtesy of Don 
Crawford Jr.) 


Caledon celebrates global 
planning accomplishments 


by Alex Gregory 


Caledon celebrated the 
accomplishments of local 
planners and designers in 
the community during 
World Town Planning Day 
(WTPD), which was held 
earlier this month and in- 
cluded a day of events and 
acknowledgements. 

Dubbed “Past, Present 
and Future of Caledon’, 
staff from across the Town 
had the opportunity to 
learn more about the im- 
portance of planning in our 
community and acknowl- 
edge initiatives that focus 
on five key aspects in the 
local area, including sus- 


tainability, heritage, policy, 
planning and development. 

One of the projects pro- 
moted by the town this year 
was the Storm Water Engi- 
neering initiative, which 
saw the Town conduct ad- 
ministrative and technical 
reviews, on behalf of the 
Ministry of the Environ- 
ment, for compliance ap- 
prove applications for 
storm water engineering 
projects. 

“This is very important as 
it will lead to significant ef- 
ficiencies and reduced ap- 
proval timelines, which will 
improve the Town’s ability 


to plan for growing infra- 
structure needs,” said com- 
munity services manager 
Peggy Tollett. 

Other initiatives included 
zoning by-law updates and- 
transparency in planning 
public notices. 

In particular, the by-law 
updates follow up on an ap- 
proval by the Local Plan- 
ning Appeal Board to 
approve the Town’s indus- 
trial-commercial zoning 
aligning with the Official 
Pla, which removes barriers 
for businesses looking to lo- 
cate or build in the region. 

“World Town Planning 
Day is a great time to high- 
light the important role 
that planning plays in 
building strong communi- 
ties,” said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. “As a Town, we 
are always looking to make 
improvements to our plan- 
ning processes to create ef- 
ficiencies, and make things 
easier and clearer for our 
residents and businesses.” 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN November 21_Layout 1 2018-11-20 11:12 PM Page 17 @ 


Nov. 21, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | 17 


Brampton’s Santa Claus Parade Brings Holiday Cheer 


r —_ * 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN November 21_Layout 1 2018-11-20 11:12 PM Page 18 


18 LIFESTYLE | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | Nov. 21, 2018 


Preserving heritage and family at Alton Mill 


Once a vacant and deteri- 
orating property, Alton Mill 
Arts Centre has seen a mas- 
sive surge in popularity in 
recent years, due to its sta- 
tus as a heritage building 
and site of many local events 
and activities in the Bolton 
community. 

The property was ac- 
quired in 1988 by Jack 
Grant, entrepreneur, social 
activist and founder of 
Seaton Group. Sharing the 
same love for the heritage 
that their father had, sons 
Jeremy and Jordan Grant 
took over the management 
of this ‘jewel in the rough’ in 


the early 1990s. 

Featuring some 20 artists 
and artisans in working stu- 
dios, 4 art galleries, a fiber 
art and fashion market, 
hand-crafted jewellery, a 
heritage exhibit, and café, 
the Mill is a place for anyone 
who wants to appreciate the 
beauty of art, creative use of 
space and history. 

Jeremy and Jordan re- 
cently spoke about the Arts 
Centre and their future 
plans 

We met Jeremy and Jordan 
Grant to ask them about 
Alton Mill Arts Centre and 
their future plans: 


Jordan: Our father started 
the development business 
back in the 1950s. Jeremy al- 
ways wanted to get into the 
field of development be- 
cause he had studied plan- 
ning, but I got into this field 
in the early 90’s when one of 
the projects was facing 
some problems. We have 
been working together as a 
team since early 1990’s. 

Jeremy: The company had 
worked on projects in 
smaller communities out- 
side Toronto. Even though 
our father was from 
Toronto, most of his com- 


pany projects included 
places like Uxbridge and 
Unionville, which now are 
suburban communities. 

Jordan: What we do is 
community development in 
smaller regions but we got 
our first taste of major de- 
velopment in Woodbridge 
where we worked on a 
mainstream heritage build- 
ing. The business has 
evolved but we focus on 
smaller infill projects and 
we have branched into re- 
lated real estate projects. We 
also have land in Belize 
where we operate tourist re- 
sorts. 

Jordan: Initially, we didn’t 
have a business plan to open 
an arts centre, our father 
owned this property and it 
fell into our laps as a vacant 
derelict building. It was a 
jewel in the rough and the 
question was what can we 
do with it? We looked at a 
lot of different options dur- 
ing the early 90’s recession. 
We tried to sell it but the of- 
fers were too low and a real 
estate agent advised us to 
demolish the building as the 
land had a higher value. Our 
father had feelings for her- 
itage buildings and so did 
we. We decided to take a dif- 
ferent route and focused on 
other priorities to rebuild 
our business. 

Jeremy: We did look at 
several different uses like 
seniors home, rental hous- 


ing, residential condomini- 
ums, residential, arts and 
even a craft market hall. The 
building was zoned indus- 
trial so we looked at several 
industrial uses for it. The 
building was without elec- 
tricity and heat, stripped out 
by vandals, and the well that 
had served the property was 
contaminated. There were 
many issues that had to be 
resolved. 

Jordan: A local wood- 
worker Carl Borgstram ap- 
proached Jeremy and 
wanted to set up his art 
shop here. He thought there 
would be a demand for stu- 
dios by other artists and 
craftspeople. We decided to 
give it a try. After converting 
the east section of the mill, 
he set up his woodworking 
shop in the building and we 
created six studios upstairs. 

Jeremy: That really was an 
evolutionary start at the 
time. We were approached 
by those who wanted to be 
here. We literally put two 
walls in place and then oth- 
ers came. The six studios 
were a test at the time and it 
took a year to set it all up. 
We still have three family 
members from those origi- 
nal shop owners and ten- 
ants. 

Jeremy: I often try to envi- 
sion myself as if I have just 
arrived here as a tourist ora 
new resident. When I travel 
and come back, I ask myself 


what is it like to be as a vis- 
itor, is what I always think. 
The physical beauty is ap- 
parent and geographically 
it’s located in close proxim- 
ity to huge markets, and 
there is a strong desire to 
maintain the beauty of Cale- 
don. Most businesses share 
that sentiment. 

Jeremy: There is a missing 
component to the business 
that we want to achieve and 
complete. We plan to put in 
place a full-service out- 
standing restaurant at Alton 
Mill that overlooks the mill 
pond. It will be completed in 
a year. Along with the dis- 
tillery themed restaurant, 
we want to include a recre- 
ation and trail component to 
the design and allow for re- 
instatement of Bruce trail 
with Alton area. Combined 
with the public art compo- 
nent, we consider this plan 
to be a special project. 

Jeremy: (Working _ to- 
gether as a family) has 
worked out remarkably 
well. There is an inherent 
trust that's ingrained in the 
family. 

Jordan: We know what 
each others strengths and 
weaknesses are and it’s been 
a successful journey. Our re- 
spect of family has con- 
tributed to this healthy 
relationship. 

Jeremy: We are like an old 
married couple [laughs]. 


MAC hosts Motown Masquerade to raise much-needed funds 


Mississauga is set ot get a 
bit of Chicago flair, as the 
city’s local arts council will 
host a major fundraising 
gala this Thursday. 

More than 500 guests, 
community leaders, digni- 
taries and artists are ex- 
pected at the Motown 
Masquerade gala, hosted by 
the Mississauga Arts Coun- 
cil (MAC) at the Missis- 
sauga Convention Centre 
tomorrow night, beginning 
at 6 p.m. 

While there are no short- 
age of fundraising galas 
during the holiday season, 
the decision was made to 
do something different this 
year, said MAC president 
Jeannette Chau. 

To that end, last year’s 
fundraiser saw the Council 
go medieval during a Ren- 
aissance-themed gala, 
while this year’s will focus 
on the spirit of Motown, 


complete with a masquer- 
ade ball. 

“We do benefit galas dif- 
ferently because ours are 
celebrations of talent,” says 
Chau, who noted that the 
gala helps raise much- 
needed funds for future 
programming and to pro- 
vide local artists with paid 
opportunities. 

Motown invokes celebra- 
tion and empowerment 
through art. The move- 
ments’ founders, predomi- 
nantly African-American 
artists, spearheaded a 
major shift in the musical 
world as it existed in the 
1960s, “70s and ‘80’s. 

MAC will pay homage to 
the work of Motown leg- 
ends with funk, soul and 
R&B artists from Missis- 
sauga who will perform 
tributes to legends like 
Diana Ross, Stevie Wonder 
and Aretha Franklin. This 


year’s performers include 
Juno award-winner Liberty 
Silver, Donna King, Nicole 
Faye, Justin Bacchus and 
Andrae Ennis. 

The event will also in- 
clude a dress dance party 
and fundraising dinner, 
complete with masks and 
special entertainment. 
Local politicians, including 
honorary chair Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie, will be on- 
hand to help celebrate the 
occasion. 

Metalworks Production 
Group will be producing the 
evening’s audio/visual com- 
ponents, bringing high-pro- 
duction value to. the 
evening’s entertainment. 

Guests can also look for- 
ward to exciting live and 
silent auction items, includ- 
ing vacations and tickets to 
see the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

“Mississauga needs to 


find and develop its arts pa- 
tron class of supportive res- 
idents who appreciate how 
important creative expres- 
sion is to the quality of life 
we all enjoy and are willing 
to contribute to,” said MAC 
executive director Mike 
Douglas last week. 


The role of creative ex- 
pression in the building of 
any city’s character has 
been at the core of MAC’s 
agenda since 1981, said 
Douglas, noting that the 
arts organization has 


helped develop and grow 
participation, recognition 


and rewards for artists 
across all disciplines. 

For more information 
about the Motown Mas- 
querade or to purchase 
tickets, call the organiza- 
tion at missis- 
saugaartscouncil.com, or 
call (905) 615-4278. 
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New Sawitri play takes poignant look at marriage 


by Kyle Climans 


The SAWITRI Theatre 
Group has struck gold yet 
again with their latest pro- 
duction. 

Savita Weds Satish is an 
emotional roller coaster 
which tackles important 
issues facing the South 
Asian community regard- 
ing that eternal subject of 
marriage. 

Savita is getting married 
for the second time since 
the tragic passing of her 
first husband. As the bride 
is getting her henna done 
in preparation for the cer- 
emony and no one knows 
who the groom is yet, 
Savita’s family members 
eagerly give their own two 
cents on the matter, either 
expressing their relief at 
Savita’s discovery of love 
again or expressing their 
disapproval with Savita 
seemingly forgetting her 
first husband’s memory in 
the selfish pursuit of her 
own happiness. 

Feelings and emotions 
become heightened, as 
they always do when a 
wedding is concerned, but 
this one is a particularly 
tense trial to all involved 


when things don’t go ac- 
cording to plan for any- 
one. 

As Savita faces a life- 
changing decision, and 
her family lines up in sup- 
port, willing or grudging, 
everyone’s ideas will be 
challenged beyond what 
they expected. 

The strength of this play 
is drawn from many wells. 
Written by Jasmine 
Sawant and Adam Lang- 
ton, the play addresses 
many subjects which are 
still sensitive within the 
Indian cultures. 

Tradition and progres- 
sive attitudes clash, as do 
the various generations as 
they draw lines in the 
sand on what is right or 
wrong. 

However, it is not so 
simple as the young ver- 
sus the old; the play 
avoids cliché by having 
the divide be based on 
personal morals and belief 
structures, regardless of 
age. 

Moments of high drama 
are also broken by mo- 
ments of comedy to pro- 
vide a more grounded 


atmosphere, allowing a 
few nervous chuckles from 
the audience as they wit- 
ness the universal issue of 
a house that is deeply di- 
vided against itself. 

Shocking revelations are 
also in evidence, as deep- 
set feelings burst their 
boundaries. 

Directed by Sid Sawant, 
the play communicates to 
the audience using a mix 
of dialogue, music, dance, 
and lighting to carry 
across the messages. 

During one scene involv- 
ing Savita’s heated discus- 
sion with her daughter 
about the subject of her 
deceased father, tearful 
expressions and dialogue 
dripping with emotion 
eventually gives way to 
silent, graceful dancing by 
one of the characters. 

There is a special sort of 
poignancy to the body 
movements which depict 
the emotional journey 
which said character 
makes, going through her 
final arc without uttering 
a single word. 

There are several such 
incidents in the play, de- 


picting moments which 
dance around melodrama 
by stepping back and al- 
lowing the audience to 
witness the raw acting 
portrayed in the moments 
of interpretive dance. 

In addition to the play 
itself, Savita Weds Satish 
also featured a powerful 
audience talkback hosted 


by Anu Radha Verma. 
Verma provided her own 
story to add further con- 
text to this powerful play, 
and invited cast, crew, and 
audience members alike 
to share their own feelings 
on the subjects presented. 
To the play’s credit, the 
emotional and _ personal 
responses brought to light 


only solidified this film’s 
importance and relevance. 

Savita Weds Satish is 
being performed at the 
Sampradaya Theatre, lo- 
cated at 3250 Ridgeway 
Drive, tonight (Nov. 21) 
and running through to 
Saturday, Nov. 24. Per- 
formances will be from 
7:30 - 10 p.m. 


Toys for Tots — Giving the Gift of Christmas 


Toys for Tots began in 
1993 when Peel Regional 
Police partnered up with 
Canadian Tire and Salva- 
tion Army to create the Toys 
for Tots campaign. Officers 
initially collected donations 
in water jugs to purchase 
new toys for underprivi- 
leged children within the 
community. 

Each year, the force 
strives to reach more and 
more children by delivering 
a message of hope and en- 
couragement to them and 
their families in a manner 
which is meaningful and 
relevant. 

Last year, nearly 9,000 


families were assisted by the 
campaign. 

The 26th annual Toys for 
Tots campaign kicked off on 
Nov. 12 to great fanfare. 
From now until Dec. 16, po- 
lice are inviting residents to 
participate by donating 
new, unwrapped toys, gift 
cards, cash or Canadian 
Tire money to any Peel Re- 
gional Police station. 

Peel Regional Police offi- 
cers and civilians volunteer 
their time at one of the ten 
Canadian Tire Stores within 
the region where they en- 
courage donations which 
are then used to purchase 
toys on scheduled “shop 


dates”, usually once per 
week during the campaign, 
and are then distributed 
within the Region through 
the Salvation Army. 

“Tt is such a wonderful op- 
portunity to be able to give 
the gift of Christmas to so 
many children and families 
in need,” said this year’s 
chair, Constable Laura 
Tyrer “The generosity 
within Peel Region is in- 
credible and I can’t wait to 
have another successful 
campaign this year.” 

For more information or 
to find out where to donate, 
email toysfortots@peelpo- 
lice.ca. 


Santa brings parade to 
Bolton this December 


When Santa’ Claus 
comes to Bolton, who does 
he call for help? That 
would be The Bolton Kin! 

In 1973, a local group 
that had been organizing 
the annual Bolton Santa 
Claus Parade for several 
years was in desperate 
need of additional man- 
power to help put on the 
Parade. 

At a Santa Claus Parade 
meeting that year, it was 
decided that it would be 
best for the Parade if the 
Kinsmen Club of Bolton 
were to take over the run- 
ning of the Parade. That is 
exactly what happened - 
and the rest is history. 

Since then, the Bolton 
Kinsmen have worked 
long and hard to always 
make sure that Santa 
Claus has a grand wel- 
come to the town. 

Planning for Santa’s ar- 
rival is a year-long en- 
deavour. Working with 
the Town of Caledon, the 
OPP and raising funds 
help to make the Parade a 


success. The official Santa 
Claus Float is built by 
Club members the week 
before the Parade. 

On Saturday, Dec. 1, 
thousands of children and 
their parents will line 
Highway 50 as the Parade 
makes its way down the 
centre of Bolton. 

As many as 55 floats 
representing many of the 
local organizations and 
businesses participate by 
entering floats into the 


Parade. 

Bands from as far away 
as Sudbury, Toronto and 
Mississauga add a musical 
flavour to the Parade. Cer- 
tainly Santa Claus always 
appreciates the Bolton 
Kinsmen for giving him 
the opportunity to see all 
the Bolton children just 
before Christmas. 

For more information 
(times TBA), visit 
www.boltonkin.com. 
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